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Press Release March 31st 2006


A celebration of visual culture at the University of Art and Design 
- Jaime Hayon sets the pace at the Design Radicals seminar

Spirited young visual culture introduces itself at the Masters of Arts Festival in Helsinki’s Arabianranta May 10th – 28th. Functioning as the  heart of the festival is the University of Art and Design Helsinki’s  juried degree show, which showcases nearly ninety of the year’s most interesting diploma works in the fields of design, graphic design, film, set production, media arts, visual arts, photography and art education. The culture festival, centered around the degree show, is energised by a seminar series with top lecturers, concerts, theatrical performances and other extra events and delightful surprises.

A number of the graduating masters have received professional recognition and international acclaim during the spring. Among others, the exhibition features FotoFinlandia nominee Ville Lenkkeri, Young 
Designer of the Year Mikko Paakkanen and Jan Forsström who received the Hella Wuolijoki prize granted by the Finnish Broadcasting Company. Marco Melander has been a part of making a book called Driven by Love and Fury, which was named the Best Designed Book of the Year, and as the 
only representative of Finland, Reka Kiraly has been chosen to join an internationally respected exhibition at the Bologna Children’s Book Fair.

The lecturers at the Masters of Arts Festival’s seminar series are some of the key players in their respective fields in both Finland and abroad – the Masters of Arts Festival brings 30 virtuosos from around the world to Helsinki’s Arabianranta. Design Radicals, which kicks off the seminar series on May 11th, presents some of the great personalities in design. One of the radicals is Spanish Jaime Hayon, who designs both skateboards as well as restaurant interiors – his career includes the years of 
leading Benetton’s design and research laboratory Fabrica also.

In-between cultures are thoroughly explored at the seminar on May 12th – among others, media art all-rounder Juha Huuskonen and Birgitta Persson, the leader of international culture house network Trans Europe Halles, take the stage. The seminars are free of charge to those who have signed 
up in advance.
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The main partners of the Masters of Arts Festival are Helsingin Sanomat’s weekly supplement Nyt, Arabianrannan Portaali and Helsinki Virtual Village. Other associates include Elcoteq, Marimekko, Nelonen, HKL, Artprint, Askonsäätiö, Iittala and Sato. The Events are created in association with the Pop & Jazz Conservatory, Helsinki Polytechnic Stadia's Faculty of Culture and Services and the 
Swedish-language Arcada Polytechnic.
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